German experience with colon interposition grafting as an esophageal substitute.
Preliminary results of a questionnaire survey showed that gastric transposition is the technique of choice in Germany to restore alimentary continuity after esophageal resection. Experience with colon interposition grafting is low. Only 13% of all centers perform this technique. Despite this limited experience, there appears to be no difference in the complication rate between gastric pull-through procedures and colon interpositions. A modification of established colon interposition techniques is possible when the right colon is used if it is prepared in such a way that the left colonic artery is the blood supplying vessel. This modified technique may be simpler to perform than previous procedures for creating a colon interposition graft and may also facilitate esophageal replacement using colon interposition grafting.